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their philosophy of living actively now, or as Omar said, "take the
Cash, and let the Credit go."
A second source of constant interest is Darrow's own philosophy of
life. The two main recurring themes of his conceptual dichotomy are:
the need to protect the poor, weak and ignorant against the rich,
powerful, and wise; and secondly, the futility of life. Darrow believes that man is the divine king of rights, but that even with all of
his rights, man is still pretty insignificant.
Better than a biography, Verdicts Out of Court is more like having
several mid-morning coffee-break discussions with a great attorney on
his attitudes and opinions. Each short section is poignant with Darrow
on Darrow-from his failures to his faith. While a good many of his
conclusions are highly arguable, if not boldly wrong, the book is
invigorating enough to bring Darrow to life as a three-dimensional
person. In short, the book provides an excellent opportunity for the
reader to reach back into the past and meet the dynamic Clarence
Darrow as himself.
Stephen Palmer
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Nixon. Astra Books (1964).
This charming study of Madame De Sta&l, a real flesh and blood
Frenchwoman who Lord Byron said "thinks like a man, but... "feels
like a woman," and who, without serious interruption of political
activity, had "a son for her cradle ere she had a husband for her bed,"
could well be placed on eother the shelf of political science, history,
or literature.
The emphasis of the authors is on the political prophecies of this
rather prolific cosmopolite who, because of her uncompromising devotion to liberty, dared to defy Bonaparte himself, and who, as a result
of that defiance, experienced the burning of thousands of copies of
one of her publications that complimented England too much to
please the "Little Corporal."
The authors of this laconic book have shown that Gouverneur
Morris and Thomas Jefferson, both of whom she admired greatly, were
strongly influenced by both the writings of and the personal exchange
with this peripatetic political prophetess. Her admiration for America
and Americans, however, did not deter her from issuing strong
criticism of Jeffersonian isolationism. In a letter to the third President,
she not only expressed a real enthusiasm for young America but also
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voiced what now seems to have been a real prophetic view of the
problems to be encountered regarding human rights. She asserted
that complete abolition of slavery was necessary to make this government "as perfect as human reason can conceive it."
This well-documented publication bears proof that Madame De
Stal's thinking was far ahead of her time. Not a utopian, she partook
freely of the political romanticism of Rousseau but seasoned it amply
with the intellectualism of Montesquieu, thus employing a classical
rationalism to implement a romantic meliorism.
The writers of this volume give conclusive evidence that De Sta~l
was strong advocate of a western community of nations. She thought
such an organization possible only through a strong assertion of AngloAmerican leadership. Doubtless, in her mind resided the archetypal
idea of NATO. Ironically, two world wars later, it is apparent that
this "cosmopolitan feminist" had the formula for the early eradication,
if not prevention, of the continental viruses of Naziism and Communism, and for that matter, other "isms" that have plagued European
political health since her day.
This concise treatment of a neglected internationally influential
individualist should be of great interest to an audience that appreciates a penetrating political interpretation expressed in brilliant literary
language.
E. L. Overfield, Instructor
University of Kentucky
Northwest Center

KlnstCk=Y LAwYim. By Judge Mac Swinford. W. H. Anderson Company, Cincinnati, Ohio (1963).
This delightful book was written by the Honorable Mac Swinford,
United States Judge, Eastern and Western Districts of Kentucky.
Through the use of a. collection of humorous stories and anecdotes
taken from instances personally witnessed by the author or told to
him by first or second hand observers, Judge Swinford vividly portrays
the Kentucky lawyer in action. Although Kentucky lawyers of national
and world stature appear as characters in the stories, the author is
chiefly concerned with the lawyer never known beyond local or
statewide orbit.
The Kentucky lawyer lives through the pages of this book as a
man of honor, integrity, devotion and loyalty to the interests of his
client, and above all as an attorney of unbounded resourcefulness.

